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 February Members Meeting 
St. Johns County Audubon Society 

Tuesday, February 27, 2007, 7:00 pm 
Main Library (US 1) St. Augustine 

 
GTMNERR - AN OVERVIEW 
Presenter: Linda Harrison, Park Ranger 

    
The Guana Tolomato Matanzas National Estuarine Research Reserve (GTMNERR) is a 
2,600-acre coastal reserve located on a barrier island midway between St. Augustine 
and Jacksonville, Florida on State Highway A1A. The GTM Reserve, Guana River site 
contains seventeen known significant historic or prehistoric cultural sites. Extensive 
shell middens exist, especially at Shell Bluff Landing and Wright's Landing, along the 
Tolomato River. The Shell Bluff site also contains an early 19th century Minorcan 
coquina block well and has been listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  
 
The Wright's Landing site is believed to be the location of a 17th century Spanish 
mission, the Nativity of our Lady of Tolomato. The site also contains a prehistoric 
earthen burial mound and has been nominated as a National Register site. Bounded by 
the Atlantic Ocean and the Intracoastal Waterway (Tolomato River), the Guana Tract, 
which includes the Guana River Wildlife Management Area to the north, comprises 
some 12,000 acres of public conservation and recreational land.  
 
Note: A follow up field trip is scheduled for March 10th. This entertaining walk will 
take us through several of the habitats in the GTMNERR and we look forward to 
acquainting those that have never been to the trails to one St. Johns County's most 
interesting birding hot spots. Information on p. 2. 

 
 

St. Johns County Audubon 
Society promotes the 

protection, preservation, and 
restoration of birds, other 
wildlife and their habitat 
through science-based 

advocacy and education in  
St. Johns County, Florida. 

 
* * * * * * * * 

 
SJCAS FLIGHT LOG 

 
It’s a New Year with new plans for our 
chapter!  
 
Here’s a sampling of our 2007 goals: 
 
• Election of Board of Directors 

• Prep for April Birding/Nature Festival  

• Continued Field Trips/Programs  

• Conservation Project: Least Terns 
Nesting in St. Johns County. 

• Transition to our website for 
descriptions of chapter activities  

• Education committee continued 
growth and development 

 
And if that’s not enough, there’s more on 
the way!  We are in need of volunteers to 
get these goals accomplished.    
 
Please contact us if any of these items 
appeal to you.  Your help is much 
appreciated. 
 
See ya' at the meetings and field trips! 
 
 
Diane Reed 
President   
St. Johns County Audubon Society 
 
 
Website: www.stjohnsaudubon.org 

 
March Members Meeting 

St. Johns County Audubon Society 
Tuesday, March 27, 2007, 7:00 pm 
Main Library (US 1) St. Augustine 

 
Beach Nesting Birds  

Presenter: Sarah Johnson, Assistant Regional Biologist 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 

 
Shorebirds, marine turtles and their nests and eggs enjoy protection under state and 
federal law. It is, however, the public’s sense of stewardship for the resource that’s the 
real key to protecting future generations of beach-nesting wildlife.  
 
Florida Fish and Wildlife has created a Beach Nesting Bird Monitoring Website 
containing a database of nesting locations (including rooftop sites) of shorebirds 
statewide. This program will include shorebird biology, conservation, and the 
monitoring website. FWC staff will also discuss our current need for volunteers to assist 
with monitoring rooftop nesting colonies in our area. 
 
Website:  www.myfwc.com/shorebirds/BNB 
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St. Johns County  
Audubon Society 

Field Trip:  
Lake Apopka North Shore Restoration Area  

 Saturday, February 17, 2007, 8am-1pm 
Leader: Pam Bowen 

 
IT’S OFFICIAL! 

THE VOTES ARE IN! 
PRESENTING YOUR 

2007 BOARD: 
 
President: Diane Reed 
 (904) 829-9854 
 dreedster@aol.com 
 
Vice President: Charles Vander Kolk 
 (904) 280-3531 
 chasguy@comcast.net 
 
Secretary: Veronica Peterson 
 
 
 
Treasurer: Nancy Sachs 
 (904) 566-6573 
 Sachs.2@osu.edu 
 
Directors: 
 Amanda Morgan (904) 819-9798 
 Lee Chellemi (904) 824-3974 
 Margaret Carver (904) 810-5457 
 Barry Albright (904) 710-0251 
 Diane Spoden  
 Ned Shuler  
 

 
Thank you from all of us  

for your continued  
support.  We hope you  

will participate  
in all of  

our activities  
and  

look forward  
to our continued  
success in 2007.  

A special thanks to our 
previous  

Board and Chapter  
Supporters. 

The field trip will begin at the Lake Apopka Field Station where Pam Bowen, an 
Environmental Scientist with St. Johns River Water Management District, will give the 
group an overview of the work being done to improve water quality on Lake Apopka 
and to restore wetland habitat in the North Shore Restoration Area.  Following this 
overview, the group will tour the North Shore Restoration Area in their personal 
vehicles with Ms. Bowen leading the group.  The former farm fields provide 
an excellent area to view raptors such as the Bald Eagle, Red-tailed Hawk, and 
Northern Harrier.  Many of the edge habitats surrounding the property provide views 
of various flycatcher species, buntings, and other songbirds.  The tour will conclude 
with a picnic lunch overlooking Lake Apopka at Magnolia Park.   
 
What to bring:  Binoculars, spotting scope (if desired), picnic lunch, snacks, water 

or beverages, a hat, sunglasses, and appropriate gear for the forecasted weather 
(coat, rain gear, sun block etc.).   Restrooms are located at the Field Station and at 
the picnic area (Magnolia Park). 

 
Trip difficulty:  Easy - mostly driving through the area with stops for birding. 
 
Directions:  Approx. 2-hour drive from St. Augustine:   
 I-95 South to I-4 West. Exit at SR 46 (Mount Dora); go west to HWY 441 South; 

Take 441 South to Jones Ave in Zellwood (traffic light); Turn west (right) on Jones 
Ave; continue until it ends at CR 448A; Turn left on CR 448A (south); go approx. 
one mile (about ½ mile past the intersection with CR 48). Field Station is located 
on the west side (right side) of road.    Look for St Johns River Water Management 
District sign at driveway of fenced property where there are modular offices (meet 
at office closest to driveway). 

 
Contact:  Diane Reed, (904) 829-9854   Cell phone on day of trip (904) 540-2030 
 
Lake Apopka Website: 
http://sjr.state.fl.us/programs/acq_restoration/s_water/lapopka/overview.html 
 
 

April 12-15, 2007 
St. Augustine Ampitheatre 

 
 

St. Johns Audubon will be offering field trips and 
birding workshops. A special Audubon Chapter Meeting will be held on April 
12th. Mark your calendar now! 
Seeking volunteers for our table. 
Contact: Jo Anna Vander Kolk, (904) 810-5457  
 
Festival Website: http://www.getaway4florida.com/bird_festival_2007/ 
 

FIELD TRIP: GTMNERR (see article,  p. 1) 

Saturday, March 10, 2007, 7:30am-1pm 
Leaders: GTMNERR Staff/St. Johns Audubon 

 
GTMNERR staff and St. Johns Audubon field leaders will lead us on one of the loop 
trails. Also, we will scan the causeway for migratory ducks and falcons. 
 
Meeting Place: GTMNERR Parking Lot (entrance fee). Meet at the causeway. 
What to Bring: Drinks, lunch, snacks, insect spray, binoculars, scope, lots of energy  
Directions: GTMNERR is approx. 8 miles north of the Usina (Vilano) Bridge, A1A 
Contact:  Diane Reed,  (904) 829-9854 for information. 
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Field Trip:  
Plantation Park  

Saturday, February 24, 2007, 8am-noon  
Leader: Lucy Seeds 

Field Trip: 
Stokes Landing 

Saturday, February 10, 2007, 7:30-11:30am 
Leader: Kevin Dailey 

 
Join us as we visit the pond, pier and 
picnic at the shelter. We will work on 
learning bird songs in the wild; look  
for local birds and some migrants, and 

get a close up view of the nesting Bald Eagles 
with their young.  

 
Trip difficulty: Easy 
 
What to bring: Dress for the weather, bug 
repellant, etc; water, snacks and picnic lunch at 
noon. Don’t forget your binoculars and spotting 
scope (if you have one). 
 
Directions: US 1 North, travel west on 
Racetrack Road to Durbin Creek Blvd., turn left 
to Davis Pond Blvd. and west at the traffic 
round-about to the first drive on the right into 
the Park. From SR 13, North to Davis Pond 
Blvd., then right at the Park on the left. Walk  
one block from the parking lot to the covered 
pier and small shelter with benches. Restrooms 
on site. 
 
Contact: Lucy Seeds, (904) 287-5232  

 
 Stokes Landing Conservation Area is 286 acres of multiple habitats, including 
tidal marsh, hardwood hammocks, and pine flatwoods. Much of the area 
overlooks the Tolomato River and marshes. We'll begin by birding the trail head 
by the parking lot. Those arriving a little early could luck out with a calling (or 
visible) Northern Bobwhite or Eastern Screech Owl. From there, we'll follow 
the trail to an observation platform overlooking the marshes of the Tolomato 
River. After scanning the marsh area, we'll take a short break at the picnic tables 
under the covered pavilion before heading back. 
 
Meeting Place: Stokes Landing Conservation Area Parking Lot (no fee)  
 
Trip Difficulty: Moderate. Anticipate walking/hiking 2-3 miles. Trails can 
sometimes consist of deeply rutted roads so supportive footwear is 
recommended. No facilities. 
 
What to Bring: Beverage, snacks, insect spray, binoculars, scope, camera  
  
Directions: Drive approximately 3 miles north of St. Augustine Airport on 
US1; Go right on Venetian Blvd (at the King's Head British Pub); Turn right on 
Old Dixie Highway (2 blocks); Turn left on Lakeshore Dr. (0.2 mi.). The 
Conservation Area will be approximately a mile down Lakeshore Dr. on your 
right and is marked by a small fenced parking area and information kiosk. 
 
Contact: Diane Reed, (904) 829-9854 

 
 

FIELD TRIP: 
St. Augustine Eco Tours 

Sunday, January 28, 2007 
(Late Trip Report) 

 
Excerpt from the trip: 
 
  "I learn something new every time I come out here."  A broad grin spreads across 
Zach McKenna's face as he slows the boat and points out a pair of the pinkest Roseate 
Spoonbills he's ever seen.  "A lot of people think their color comes from their diet, but 
it doesn't."  
 
  Mr. McKenna, also known as "Captain Zach," runs St. Augustine Eco Tours.  He is a 
USCG licensed Captain and maintains a rigid hull inflatable boat (RIB) specifically 
designed for six passenger boat tours in St. Augustine. 
 
  On a recent boat tour, Chapter President, Diane Reed, counted nearly 40 species of 
birds, to include red-breasted and hooded mergansers, belted kingfishers, osprey, red-
tailed hawk, great black-backed gulls, black skimmers, roseate spoonbills and common 
loons.  Barbara Bennett, also on board, exclaimed, "We saw an Osprey dive and catch 
a fish right off the bow!  What a great way to bird watch."  
 
Capt. Zach extends an invitation to all Bird and Nature Lovers to make reservations 
and come out and enjoy up close and personal tours.   He also leads kayak trips and 
will be participating in the Birding/Nature Festival. 
 
 
St. Augustine Eco Tours:   http://www.staugustineecotours.com/ 
 

 Eagle Notes 
 
 
 
 

Lucy Seeds 
January 20, 2007 
 
At Julington Creek park location 
observed one eaglet chick being fed by 
the adult male. Nest observation at 
Ravenswood reveals two eaglets being 
fed by the adults.  
 
There are also nests at the GTMNERR 
site, Moultrie Creek County Park and 
Princess Place Preserve. Meet Lucy Seeds 
at Julington Creek Park on David Pond 
Blvd on Saturdays from 9AM to noon to 
view the Eagles’ nest.  
 
A special event is planned in March with 
Lynda White and Paige, resident Eagle at 
the Audubon Birds of Prey Center.  
 
Contact: Lucy Seeds, (904) 287-5232 
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 
NEXT TO LAST NEWSLETTER MAILING! 

Be sure to submit your email addresses to our website.  
Events will continue to be available on our website:  stjohnsaudubon.org 

 

Members Meetings and Programs are 
open to the public and are held at: 

St. Johns County Library Main Branch 
1960 Ponce de Leon Blvd., St. Augustine 

unless otherwise noted. 
EVENTS CALENDAR  NATIONAL AUDUBON DUES: 

Field Trips:  
 
2007: 
2/10:  Stokes Landing w/Kevin Dailey 
2/17:  Apopka Restor w/Pam Bowen 
2/24:  Plantation Park w/Lucy Seeds 
3/10:  GTMNERR w/Staff 
3/23-3/25:  Audubon Academy 
 
(Most trips are easy pace) 

Meetings/Events: 
2007: 
2/27: GTMNERR - Linda Harrison 
3/27: Least Tern Project - FWC 
4/12: Nature Festival – Birds of Panama 
4/12-15: Birding/Nature Festival 
5/22: Osprey Presentation 
 
NOTICE - change of meeting location. 
Our April meeting will be held at the 

St. Augustine Ampitheatre 
Details to follow. 

 
(includes membership in the St. Johns Chapter) 

 
Regular Membership  $20 
Senior/Student Membership $15 
 
Please make check payable to: 

St. Johns County Audubon Society 
PO Box 965 
St. Augustine, Florida 32085 
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