The Changing of the Guard!!

Members, thank you for your support. Witho
you there would be no St. Johns County
Audubon Society. I'm looking forward to
working with you and our Board as we

continue to build on the accomplishments of
the past two years. Thank you, Diane, for yo
dynamic leadership.

We welcome Andrew Thornton, Fran Presto

Reminder :

ut February Members Meeting

St. Johns County Audubon Society
Tuesday, February 26, 2008, 7:00 p.m.
Main Library (US 1) St. Augustine

U «st. Johns Beach Birds and the Saltmarsh Superstars"
Presentation by Ned and Teddy Shuler

M\We'll take a look at birds you'd expect to find on

and Peggy Cook, new members on the Boafd,

I’'m looking forward to their fresh ideas.

Our biggest challenge will be to keep the
accomplishments of the past two years on
track. This can only happen with an active
membership.

Some areas where we could use more peop
power are the Least Tern Project, field trips,
programs, education, conservation, to name
few. We need you the members to step up t
the plate.

In addition to expanding our on going projec
my other goals are:

Increase our membership
Develop the distribution of news in a
timely manner

Involve more of our membership in the

operation of the chapter

Increase our media coverage
Develop more awareness of regional
and state conservation issues.

Please don'’t hesitate to contact me with you
ideas and suggestions.

Ned

'Uand near our local beaches and how they vary with
the seasons. You may be surprised to learn how
many of these birds are on the endangered,
threatened, and birds-of-concern lists. What can we
do to enhance the chances of survival for these
species? We have some ideas.

Also, we’ll meet the Matanzas Mamas, the Porpoise

Iq30inters, and the Guana Gurus in an amusing look
back at last summer’s award-winning Least Tern

Project. These are our own wonderful volunteers,

D the citizen scientists, who are doing their part for the

birds, and having fun too!
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Programs

At this time all of our spring programs have n
been finalized.
Keep an eye on the web site for more
information.

March’s meeting will feature a program by Jog

Burgess, Resource Manager at the GTMNER

(Guana). If you haven’t attended one of Joe’
presentations you will be in for a treat.
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Email List gmai
= Me

| have started a new email list. The purpose ketp members updated on news and events
between newsletters. You will also receive remiadsdyout trips and meetings and, of course,
newsletter notification. If you are not on thig,lismail me abhedshuler@stjohnsaudubon.org

Ned

: New Nature Walks Prove Popular
Ned Shuler
(904) 819-5860

kg4sy@bellsouth.net

The first three nature walks in our new series have been very we
received. Designed to be both educational and fun, the walks are offly 2
hours long, on varying days and times, and for any skill level of nat(fe

enthusiast.

Charles Vander Kolk
(904) 280-3531
chasguy@comcast.net

Veronica Peterson
veronicapeterson510@hotmail.com

The Davis Shores neighborhood walk netted 41 species on a blustgry
damp day. The ten participants definitely want to do this one again lgter
this spring. No telling what you can see in the ‘burbs’.

#
Nancy Sachs
(904) 566-6573
nancysachs@hotmail.com

5% September when the native plants are green. Variety was the hallmdgrk of
Barry Albright Margaret Carver the day, starting with a rare winter hummingbird and ending with a mgrsh
(904) 710-0251 (904) 810-5457

lalbrigh@unt.edu bunny. The 12 participants identified animals from scat and trackg
! getting some non-birding guys involved in the interpretation. What f{jn!

Peggy Cook Fran Preston . .
As always, Anastasia State Park was wonderful. Sixteen people, mghy of

them birding novices, counted 42 species including truly great looks|pt a
variety of shore and marsh birds. Bonaparte’s gull and a Sandwich gern
were nice finds as were numerous northern gannets performing divihg
aerobatics close to shore.

Diane Reed Andrew Thornton
(904) 829-9854
dreedster@aol.com

& :
Teddy Shuler

(904) 819-5860

Teddys23@bellsouth.net

Let Us Plan a Walk in Your Neighborhood

A growing list of nature walks is being planned for spring. Watch thE
website for details as they become available. Also, you can ask to ffave
your email address added to our list for updates. But why not requégt a
walk for your area? These requests are starting to come in so plan jours
now. Call or email Teddy at 904-819-586Q@idys23@bellsouth.net

# " ( )
Ned Shuler
(904) 819-5860

kg4sy@bellsouth.net

& *+
Glenda Kelsey
rainingsunshine711@hotmail.com



We are looking for Least Tern volunteers. We will k
March 29. Some of the training topics will be Bird
few. If you would like to join this great group, co
Remember we take novices and we train you. So come

Ned

Least Tern Project

ick off the season with a workshop on Saturday,
ID, counting nests, reporting violations to name a
ntact Ned at nedshuler@stjohnsaudubon.org
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join the fun.

We have two big field trips planned for March and April and one in the planning stagayorJdin
Diane Reed at Stokes Landing on March 2. She will lead us around this 286 acre consareati
You'll spend the morning exploring marsh, hardwood hammocks and pine flatwoods. On April 26
Roger Clark will lead us on our traditional trip to Fort George Island. lesstwe saw 121 species.

If you are on our news list, you will get reminders. If you are not, email me at

nedshuler@stjohnsaudubon.org

Stokes Landing Conservatio _n Area

b
Leader: Diane Reed (J‘g%
Date: Sunday, March 2, 2008 -;.'__I)
Time: 7:30AM — 11:30AM
Meeting Place:Stokes Landing Conservation Area Parking Lot @& f
What to Bring: Beverage, snacks, insect spray, binoculars, doesise
weather
Trip Difficulty Level: Moderate. Anticipate walking/hiking 2-3 miles.

Directions: Drive approximately 3 miles north of St. Augustiéigport on
US1. Make a right on Venetian Blvd (at the Kingsad British Pub).
Then turn right again on Old Dixie Highway (2 blagkturn left on
Lakeshore Dr. (0.2 mi.). The Conservation Area bdlapproximately a
mile down Lakeshore Dr. on your right and is markgd small fenced
parking area and information kiosk.

Stokes Landing Conservation Area is 286 acres dfipteihabitats,
including tidal marsh, hardwood hammocks, and filat&oods. Much of
the area overlooks the Tolomato River and marshes.

We'll begin by birding the trail head by the parkiot. This is good
habitat for woodpeckers, kestrel, brown-headedatath and possibly
early migrant species wood warblers. Those arrigitittle early could
luck out with a calling (or visible) Northern Bobitér or Eastern Screech
Owl.

We'll follow the trail north where there is an obssion platform
overlooking the marshes of the Tolomato River. Sanimgering species
observed here in the past have included green-witem, hooded and
red-breasted mergansers, eagles, harriers, shikmg-dad seaside
sparrows, sedge and marsh wrens, as well as adasgetment of more
common species. Along the trails we can expectéovarious
woodpeckers and hopefully can pick up some earipgpnigrants as
well.

After scanning the marsh area, we'll take a shaalat the picnic tableg
under the covered pavilion before heading back.

Note: The "trails" can sometimes consist of deeply ditteads so
supportive footwear is recommended. Insect repeitea must anthere

are no "facilities" on the property.

Fort George Island

Leader: Roger Clark

Date: April 26, 2008

Meeting Place:Kingsley Plantation Parking lot
What to Bring: Lots of water, lunch, snacks, insect
spray, binoculars, scope if you have one

Directions: Take your best way to Heckscher Drive
(SR105) and drive north towards the ocean. Stay on
Heckscher to ¥2 mile north of the St. Johns RiveryFe
Landing. Look for the brown Kingsley Plantationrssg
and turn left onto Fort George Road (narrow blagk .t
Follow the signs to the Kingsley Plantation parkiog
(end of 2 mile long dirt road).

—_—
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1960 Ponce de Leon Blvd., St. Augustine, FL
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EVENTS CALENDAR

Field Trips:
2008:

3/2: Stokes Landing Conservation Area
-D. Reed

4/26: Ft. George Island
- R. Clark

Most trips are easy pace.
(Participation is at your own risk.)

Meetings/Events:
2008:

2/26:  Beach Nesting Birds/Least Terns
-Ned & Teddy Shuler

3/25: GTMNERR (Guana)
-J. Burgess, GTMNERR Resource
Manager

NATIONAL AUDUBON DUES

(includes membership in the St. Johns

Chapter)
Regular Membership $20
Senior/Student Membership $15

Please make check payable to:

St. Johns County Audubon Society
PO Box 965

St. Augustine, Florida 32085




